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Thus had the Medici reached at length the summit of then
career, and a crown was at last placed upon a Medici head
One hundred and seventy years from the time that Giovanni
di Bicci, the humble banker of Florence, is first heard of, his
descendant the head of the house entered the group of
European sovereigns. Fate in irony had realised the long
dream of Clement VII in a manner far diffeient from his
intentions, and had placed the crown which he had schemed
to gain in the future for his family upon the head not of a
scion of the elder branch, but of the son of that Giovanni delle
Bande Nere whom he had striven to keep from succeeding to
the honours of the Medici, and had thought finally disposed
of on the battlefield of Governolo.

The remaining four years of Cosimo's life weie only notable
for the general deterioration in his character, which, begin-
ning to set in from the time of Eleonora's death, and increas-
ing year by year, became in these last four years strongly
pronounced. Leaving the entire government of the country
to the inefficient hands of his son Francis, he lived chiefly in
retirement at the villa of Castello with a new wife, not at all
in his own rank,80 named Camilla Martelli, whom he had
married about the year 1571, and who was treated as a sort
of morganatic wife. This marriage gave the greatest offence
to his sons, who refused to recognise Camilla as really their
father's wife; while this, and undignified disputes in which
he was involved with her relations, caused Cosimo's latter
days to be wanting in either peace or dignity. He died at the
villa of Castello, on the 2 ist April 1574, at the age of iltty-five,
after a reign of thirty-seven years.

Cosimo, whose tomb bears the inscription "Magnus Dux
Etruriae Primus," 81 was interred with great pomp in San
Lorenzo, clad in his robes as Grand Master of the Order of
Santo Stefano, and wearing his jewelled crown and sceptre and
his Order of the Golden Fleece. The Medici were regardless of
expense in the matter of crowns. They objected to wear crowns